Change from H-1B Status to F-1 Status
There are two options to consider when wanting to change from H-1B status to F-1 status.  There are inherent risks and benefits with both options, so please read the following thoroughly to make the best decision for your own situation.  
NOTE:  If any documents regarding permanent residency have been filed on your behalf, we strongly recommend you consult an immigration attorney.

Option 1 – Applying for an F-1 Visa Outside the U. S.
The first option involves leaving the U.S. and applying for an F-1 visa in another country.  The official advice of the Department of State is that you should apply for the visa in your home country (unless you have a legitimate reason for being in a third country).  Present the following items at your visa interview:

1) New Initial Attendance I-20

2) I-901 Fee Receipt (Pay beforehand online at www.fmjfee.com - $200)

3) Financial support documents
4) All previous original I-797A H-1B approval notices.

5) Passport

6) Pay stubs from H-1B employer as proof you maintained H-1B status

If you are approved for the F-1 visa, you may enter the U.S. up to 30 days before the program start date on your I-20.  You will be in F-1 status from the moment you enter the U.S.  and can partake of all F-1 benefits immediately (such as on-campus employment).  You will no longer have H-1B status, thus off-campus employment is prohibited.

Option 2 – Applying for a Change of Status to F-1 Inside the U.S.

1) Obtain admission to the program you want to attend at WSU.  The Office of International Education will issue I-20s for undergraduate programs, and the Graduate School will issue I-20s for all graduate programs.  Be sure to tell the office that you will be using the I-20 to request a change of status.
2) Collect the following:

a) Complete Form I-539 (Application for Change of Nonimmigrant Status).  May be downloaded from the USCIS website:  www.uscis.gov under ‘immigration forms.’  The answer to #1, Part 3 is “D/S,” which stands for “duration of status,” (meaning that you can stay in the U.S. until your I-20 expires)
b) Money order, bank draft, or personal check for $300.00 made payable to “USCIS.”

c) Initial I-20 - Change of Status Requested (see Step 1) – complete and sign #11 on page 1
d) Copy of financial support documentation proving sufficient funds for you and any dependents.  Available funding should match or exceed total amount listed on #7 on page 1 of I-20.  Funding can be from multiple bank accounts.  If funds are not in U.S. dollars, print out current exchange rate and calculate exchange to U.S. dollars.  Include calculations and exchange rate paperwork with application.

e) Form I-94  (You must provide the original I-94).  If you have not left the country since you received your current H-1B status, your I-94 card will at the bottom of your I-797 H-1B approval notice.

f) Photocopies of all previous H-1B approval Notices – Form I-797A.  

g) Photocopies of your passport page showing the passport number, expiration date, and your picture. Be sure to include a copy of the renewal stamp if you have had your passport renewed.

h) Photocopy of H-1B visa (or visa last used to enter the country)

i) Letter from you explaining why you want to change status to F-1.

j) Dependent family member documentation (If dependent plans to change status as well).  The original I-94 for each person must be included.

k) Receipt of payment for $200.00 SEVIS Fee (Immigration Form I-901).  See this website for payment details:  www.fmjfee.com. 

Recommended additional items:

a) A letter from current employer verifying that you are still in the position and/or a current pay stub.

b) A letter of support from a professor or advisor at WSU 

3) Send (via certified mail, return receipt requested) the application and documents to:

USCIS 

California Service Center

P.O. Box 10539

Laguna Niguel, CA  92607-1053
Current processing times can be found on the USCIS website, but generally change of status applications take approximately 3 to 4 months to be adjudicated.
4) Status while application is pending

a) No F-1 benefits, including any type of employment, are available until the application is approved.
b) If possible, we recommend maintaining your current H-1B status until your change of status to F-1 is approved.  You will then need to quit working immediately.

c) You may want to consider hiring an immigration attorney if you have already lost your job and want to apply for a change of status to F-1. There is no grace period after your H-1B status ends due to the termination of your employment.  Applying for a change of status as soon as possible after you lose your job is highly recommended, although your application could still be denied on the basis that you are not in a current status.  
d) You may enroll in classes and attend WSU while the change of status application is pending.
e) If the application is denied, you may be required to leave the U.S. on short notice, interrupting your program of study at an inconvenient or academically disadvantageous time.  If this should happen, you may want to write a letter, or have your academic advisor write a letter, to the USCIS asking for permissions to complete the semester.  Indicated a date of departure, and if possible, a photocopy of a departure travel ticket.  Be sure to include a copy of the change of status denial letter.
