PRE-DEPARTURE INFORMATION

Wichita State University

Fall Semester, 2010

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Recommended dates of arrival:
Wednesday, August 11 to Friday, August 13
Free arrival assistance:
8:00 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. (0800 to 2330)

Earliest date you may enter the U.S.
July 13, 2010
Residence halls open:
Wednesday, August 11
International Student Orientation:
Monday, August 16 to Wednesday, August 18
English Proficiency Test (for undergraduate
Friday, August 13 or Tuesday, August 17
   students who have less than 530 on the TOEFL): 

Registration for classes:


   Full-time academic students:
Thursday, August 12 – Wednesday, August 18
   Intensive English students:
Tuesday, August 17 and Wednesday, August 18
First day of classes:
Thursday, August 19
Normal University Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (0800 to 17:00)

HOW TO APPLY FOR A VISA

Most students will need to obtain an F-1 visa (student visa) at the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate before coming to Wichita.  Depending on the country, obtaining a visa can range from being quite easy to very difficult.   To apply for a student visa, you must submit the following to the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate:

1)  A completed Form DS-156 (available at any U.S. Embassy or Consulate)

2)  A completed Form DS-157 (available at any U.S. Embassy or Consulate) – for male students only

3)  A completed Form DS-158 (available at any U.S. Embassy or Consulate)

4)  A nonrefundable US$131 visa application fee

5)  Receipt that you paid the US$200 nonrefundable SEVIS fee (see the next section for details).

6)  A passport valid for at least 6 months beyond your intended stay in the U.S.

7)  A current Form I-20 from Wichita State University

8)  Two photographs (size: 37 mm X 37 mm)

9)  Evidence of sufficient funds to study in the U.S.

Because the requirements to apply for a U.S. visa differ from country to country, you should contact the U.S. Embassy in your country to obtain specific visa application information.  You can find visa information for your country by visiting:  http://www.usembassy.gov/
SEVIS FEE

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security requires that all F-1 and J-1 visa applicants pay a nonrefundable US$200 SEVIS Fee before they apply for a visa.  This fee is not charged by Wichita State University.  You can find more information about the SEVIS Fee by visiting:  http://www.wichita.edu/SEVIS

VISA APPLICATION TIPS

· Be honest when completing your visa application.  

· You must have a clear educational goal in mind when you apply for a visa.  In addition, you must have a clear employment objective for when you return home.

· You must prove that you have sufficient money to cover the entire cost of your education during your first year of study (and adequate funds for each subsequent year of study).  You should provide as much financial documentation as possible to the embassy (such as detailed bank statements, property records, letters from your or your parent’s employers, etc).

VISA APPLICATION TIPS (Continued)

· You must establish a “strong tie” to your home country.  These ties should provide you with a strong incentive to return home after your studies in the U.S.  Some examples of strong ties include a job that will be waiting for you when you return home; ownership of a business, house or property; a family to return to; or a bank account.  Students who cannot establish a strong tie to their home country will be automatically denied a visa.  This is the most common reason for visa rejections.  

· Do not be discouraged if you are denied a visa.  If you are denied a visa, please ask the consular officer for the specific reason for your visa denial (in writing).   You should then reapply for a student visa when you can submit the needed items or documentation.  Don’t forget – you must establish at the beginning of the visa application process that you have strong ties to your country.  If you cannot establish strong ties to your country, you will never be granted a student visa.   For more information about visa denials, please visit the Department of State’s website about visa denials at:  http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/denials/denials_1361.html

AIRPORT ARRIVAL INFORMATION

Wichita Mid-Continent Airport is served by several large airlines including American Airlines, Delta Airlines, and United Airlines.  Please make sure that Wichita, Kansas is your final destination (our airport code is ICT).  Your final destination should NOT be Kansas City.  To notify us of your arrival information, please complete the online form at:  http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=INTLUGADM&p=/Arrival/.  We will pick you up from Wichita Mid-Continent Airport for free.  You may also notify us of your arrival by e-mail at arrival@wichita.edu.  If you wish, you may also take a taxi to the University.  The Wichita Airport is about 25 minutes from the University and the taxi fare is approximately US$20.

Please try to schedule your arrival between 08:00 and 22:00.  If you arrive after 22:00, you may have to stay in a hotel for one night at your own expense.  There are many hotels near the airport which cost approximately US$35 - US$65 per night.  If you have to spend the night in a hotel, we recommend you stay at the Wesley Inn, Regency Inn, Howard Johnson, Motel 6, or Scotsman Inn.  These hotels are clean and affordable.

A special Wichita State University Welcome Table for international students will be set up in the lobby of the airport near the baggage claim area.  The table will be staffed from late afternoon until about 22:00 throughout the week before classes start.  After you arrive, please visit our Welcome Table to pick up a welcome bag of helpful items and treats.  The students who are working at the table can answer many of the questions you may have.  If the table is not staffed when you arrive, information will be left on the table for you take and read.

If you have a lot of luggage to bring with you to Wichita, you may want to ship some items to the University before you leave your country.  If you wish to send any boxes or packages to Wichita, please use the following address:

YOUR NAME

c/o Office of International Education

Wichita State University

1845 Fairmount Street

Wichita, Kansas  67260-0122   USA

WHEN YOU ARRIVE ON-CAMPUS

After you have arrived, please report to the Garvey International Center at the corner of 17th Street and Hillside Avenue to check-in.  All University offices are open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Monday through Friday).  The University is closed on Saturdays and Sundays.  We will need to see your passport, I-20 (if you are on an 

F-1 visa), and proof of medical insurance (if you have medical insurance from your country).  
ACCOMMODATIONS

After you arrive in Wichita, we will assist you in moving into one of WSU’s housing facilities – Fairmount Towers, Brennan Hall, or Wheatshocker Apartments.  We recommend that you make a housing reservation before coming to Wichita.  However, if there is not enough time to make a reservation before coming to Wichita, you can usually make a reservation after you arrive.  If you have questions about living in one of the University’s residence halls, please visit http://www.wichita.edu/housing

HEALTH MATTERS

Wichita State University requires international students to have medical insurance.  You may purchase insurance when you register for classes (the cost is approximately US$915 per year).  If you already have medical insurance, please bring proof of insurance with you.  Your proof of medical insurance coverage must contain the coverage amount and the coverage period.  If you have adequate medical insurance coverage, you will not be required to purchase a new insurance policy.  A tuberculin (TB) blood test, requiring an initial payment of US$120, is required for all new students and is given by WSU’s Student Health Service.  We recommend that you take care of any existing medical or dental problems at home since student medical insurance does not cover routine dental work or eye examinations.  For more details, please visit:  

Medical Insurance:  http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=INTLUGADM&p=/MedIns/
TB Testing and Routine Medical Care:  http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=intlugadm&p=/Health
OPENING A BANK ACCOUNT

After you arrive in Wichita, you may open a bank account.  There are many banks in Wichita.  The most popular banks for international students are Commerce Bank and Bank of America.  Commerce Bank has a branch located in the center of campus in the Rhatigan Student Center.  Bank of America has a branch next to campus opposite Fairmount Towers (one of the University’s residence halls).  In order to open an account, you will need to show the bank your passport, ShockerCard (the identification card that you will receive when you arrive), and proof of your address in Wichita (such as your housing contract or apartment rental contract).  As a student, your account is normally free of charge.  You will automatically receive an ATM card so you can get cash quickly and easily.  You can find out more information about opening a bank account after you arrive in Wichita.

TO CANCEL YOUR ADMISSION

Intensive English Students:

If you wish to cancel your admission to the Intensive English Language Center, please send an email message to your Admissions Officer or email international@wichita.edu.  Upon receipt of your email, we will cancel your

I-20 in SEVIS.  For this reason, you may discard your I-20 since it will no longer be valid.  In order to receive a refund of the US$100 tuition deposit, you must contact us at least 60 days before the beginning of the session for which you originally applied for admission.  This means that if the Fall Semester, 2010, was your original semester of admission, we must have your written notice of your cancellation no later than June 14, 2010.  Otherwise, your deposit is no longer refundable. 

Students with Admission to an Academic Program:

If you wish to cancel your admission to an academic program, please send an email message to your Admissions Officer or email international@wichita.edu.  Upon receipt of your email, we will cancel your

I-20 in SEVIS.  For this reason, you may discard your I-20 since it will no longer be valid.  The US$50 application fee is not refundable.

TO REQUEST READMISSION FOR A DIFFERENT SEMESTER

If you would like to request readmission for a different semester, please complete the online form to request readmission at:  http://www.wichita.edu/readmission  You may discard your old I-20 since it will be automatically canceled in SEVIS.  If you are accepted for readmission to a future term, we will send you a new 

I-20 to apply for a visa. 
THE COST OF YOUR EDUCATION

You do not need to pay your tuition and fees before coming to Wichita.  The amounts listed below are estimates.  Please regularly visit our website at: http://www.wichita.edu/international for updates on estimated educational expenditures.  Upon your arrival in Wichita, you will be expected to pay for your tuition and fees, housing and meals, books, and medical insurance.  You will not be allowed to attend classes or live in a university residence hall without making arrangements to pay all of the above items.  Your total estimated educational expenses are as follows:






     Undergraduate          Intensive English


Tuition and Fees

US$5,573                      US$5,573


Housing and Meals

     $3,100                           $3,100


Books and Medical Insurance
     $   763                           $   748


TOTAL


US$9,436                      US$9,421
The above amounts include tuition, fees, accommodations, meals, books, and medical insurance.  These amounts are averages and may vary from student to student.  Actual housing expenditures depend on:  1)  the residence hall or apartment in which the student lives, 2) whether or not the student has a roommate, and 3) the student’s meal plan.  Students should bring extra money for personal expenses.  International students are required to have medical insurance.  Students who do not have medical insurance when they arrive may purchase it during enrollment.  Students should bring extra money for personal expenses (such as movies, museums, shopping, etc).  

Undergraduate Students:   Tuition estimates are based on full-time enrollment in 12 credit hours.  Students who enroll in more than 12 hours will pay proportionately more tuition (currently US$463 per credit hour).  In order to graduate in 4 years, students must take at least 15 hours each semester.  There are additional fees for 1)  US$15 per credit hour for business classes, 2) US$15 per credit hour for engineering classes, 3) US$8 per credit hour for fine arts classes, and 4) US$15 per credit hour for health professions classes.
PAYMENT OPTIONS

(  Cash, Check, Bank Draft, Money Order, or Traveler's Checks

 If you bring a check or bank draft with you to Wichita, it is very important that the check be made payable to "Wichita State University" (and not to you).  Your check should include the address of the bank in the U.S. for collections.  If the check is made payable to you, you will not be able to use the money for 10-14 days after the check is deposited (which will delay your registration).  Note:  If you use a check made payable to Wichita State University when you register for classes, your check may be for an amount greater than you owe for your tuition, fees, medical insurance, and housing.  If this happens, the University will send you a check for the amount you have overpaid 30 days after classes begin.

(  MasterCard, American Express, or Discover (Visa credit cards are not accepted)
Please be sure to notify your credit card company that you will be moving to the U.S.  If you do not, you may not be able to use your credit card when you get to the U.S.  If you use a credit card to pay for your tuition, fees, medical insurance, or housing, you will be charged a 2.75% service fee to use the credit card.
(  Installment Payment Plan

    The installment payment plan allows you to pay for your tuition and fees in smaller installments each semester.  With this plan, you can make a nonrefundable payment of US$130 (which includes the US$30 administrative fee) when you arrive on campus.  You will then make three additional payments on September 15, October 15, and November 15.  Your tuition and fees must be paid in full by the end of the semester or you will not


be allowed to enroll again until your bill has been paid in full.  If you wish to pay by installment, you do not need to do anything now.  When you pay your tuition after you arrive in Wichita, please notify the cashier that you wish to pay your tuition and fees in installments.

(  Western Union

For details on how to pay by Western Union, please visit: http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=INTLUGADM&p=/HowtoPay/
(  Electronic bank transfer

Wichita State University no longer accepts wire transfers.  You may pay by one of the other options described above.

Office of International Education  •  Wichita State University  •  1845 Fairmount St  •  Wichita, Kansas  67260-0122  USA

Tel:  (316) 978-3232  •  Fax:  (316) 978-3777   •  international@wichita.edu   •  www.wichita.edu/international

