NCA Criterion Working Group

Minutes

Meeting April 13, 2005

Here are my attempts to summarize the discussion we had at our first meeting.

DEFINITION OF COMMUNITY FOR W.S.U.

This something we need to work on, but it needs to speak to the fact that we are an urban/metropolitan institution serving different constituencies:

· Urban

· Suburban

· Near rural

· Farm rural

But also, to a certain extent, statewide groups (e.g. through training of healthcare specialists, city council workers, engineers, etc.), as well as federal entities through such units as NIAR, NSF, NIH, etc.

DEFINITION OF CIVIC/COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

This is linked to the community/ies we serve, but essentially “engagement”, as opposed to “outreach” or “extension”, implies a two-way interaction, with the university being engaged in the community, but also with the community being engaged in the university. In the case of WSU, this is something that has been going on for many years. The creation of WSU-LINK in the spring of 2001 was intended to strengthen this two-way process by facilitating mutually beneficial partnerships between the university and community it serves. The recent WSU-LINK publication, People to People, documents a broad range of partnerships in the areas of, Community Health and Safety, P-12 Educational Issues, Cultural Outreach, and Economic Development, which are all inter-related. 

Also, please check the attachment, which is a definition of academic engagement supplied by John Williams, taken from University of Wisconsin Extension. This is quite detailed but it is certainly thought provoking, and gives an idea of how other universities have approached the issue of community engagement.

 ENGAGEMENT LINKS

There are a number of points of contact between the university and the community. The following is a tentative list grouped under tentative headings. These could be headings under which engagement activities are listed.

Formal student learning

· On campus classrooms

· Off campus sites

· Distance learning

Service learning

· Cooperative education (in businesses, nonprofits, etc.)

· USD 259 teacher placements

· Clinics/hospitals

· Internships in many organizations

Student Affairs

· Admissions

· Recruiting

· McNair Program

· TRIO

· Etc.

Continuing Education

· Metroplex

· Other venues

Cultural venues

· Concerts/performances

· Museums

· Lecture series

· Special events

Sports events

· Baseball

· Basketball

· Volleyball

· Etc.

Business

· Small business Development Center

· Center for Economic Development and Business Research

· NIAR

· Center for Business Development

· Center for Entrepreneurship

· Etc.

Clinics

· Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic

· Center for Physical Activity and Aging

· And a long list of clinics specializing in Sports, Music, etc.

Community Affairs

· Juvenile Justice Research Center

· Midwest Criminal Justice Center

· Regional Community Policing Training Institute

Heskett Center

· Fitness

· Training

· Health

Advisory Boards

· Many academic units work closely with advisory boards from the community

Libraries-UCATS-ITT

· Patents

· Depositories

· Special collections

Media

· University Relations

· KMUW

· Student publications

· Channel 13

· Studio B

Competitions/Fairs/Contests

· Science Fair

· Kansas Scholastic Pres Association

· BEST

· Etc.

University Foundation

· Alumni relations

· Fundraising

A couple of ideas that emerged from our first meeting was that:

a) WSU has been, perhaps no longer is, but should be a “destination site.” 

b) That WSU is viewed as the curators of knowledge and the community’s “search engine.”

c) WSU is viewed as a repository of expertise

Reminder: Next meeting is scheduled for April 27 at 8:30 over in Elliott.
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