NCA Criterion Working Group

Minutes

Meeting April 27, 2005

We began by reviewing the minutes of the last meeting (April 13, 2005), in particular the definitions of Community and Engagement, as well as the list of engagement links developed by Philip out of our previous conversation.

It was agreed that not all the proposed engagement links were either complete or necessarily accurate, particularly with regard to service learning and student affairs. Christine offered some valuable suggestions for the student affairs segment, and Linda started an interesting conversation on what constituted service learning.

It was agreed that between now and the next meeting Linda would do some work on seeking a better definition of service learning. Lisa handed out some existing definitions of service learning from other sources. We should all try to give some thought as to what constitutes service learning for different sectors of the university. (Incidentally, since our meeting, Philip has talked to Marty Shawver and Charlie Fox to recommend that the University Assessment Committee take a hard look at service learning next semester.)

It was also agreed that each of the committee members would take a look at the different engagement links listed in the minutes of the previous meeting and offer any additions, deletions, suggestions, etc., that might add to the list. Philip will try to collate all these additions into a fuller document and e-mail, or bring it to the next meeting.

Nancy and Elaine reported on their recent visit to the AAHE conference on accreditation in Phoenix, and Nancy handed out a number of documents for the group to take home, read, and inwardly digest!

Philip also handed out the Criterion 5 Self Study from University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, as well as copies of The Milwaukee Idea. As there were several references to a survey done at WWM for their self  study, it was decided that Nancy would try to locate the survey WSU did for its last self study, and Philip would attempt to obtain a copy of the survey done by UWM. 

Next meeting scheduled for May 12 at 10:15 over in Elliott. 

Thanks to all for attending and continuing to work on this important Criterion.
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