NCA Criterion Working Group

Minutes

June 28, 2005

The committee reviewed the introduction to Core Component 5b of Criterion 5 and began by discussing how WSU identifies and serves its different constituencies within the community. 

The new “West Campus” (as opposed to the west side center) was cited as an example of serving student populations away from the main campus. This will be a much more diversified facility with services that were not available at the old center. It is located in a strip mall, with room for further expansion, and easy access to food franchises and other service providers. The classrooms will be considerably larger than those at the old center. This will not only provide more space for classes but will also free up classroom space on the main campus. 

It was also emphasized that, after somewhat disappointing enrollments and attendance at the downtown center and the south side center, the university had decided that these facilities did not present the best use of funds, whereas the new West Campus will. This is an example of linking capacity to budget. 

It was also pointed out that units such as MAMTC, NIAR, CMD, SBDC, the Afton Observatory, Healthy Options for Planeview, etc., served constituencies other than traditional students. Two specific areas have been identified as excellent areas for distance learning: entrepreneurship, and K-12 teachers seeking to move up the ladder in their various schools. One other area that is currently under development by WSU-LINK, in conjunction with HWS, is administrative and management training for retirement community executives spread across the state. This reflects an initiative to respond to changing demographics within the state. 

Some other initiatives, such as the National Student Exchange program, Puebla, exchanges with the University of Orleans, and classes taught abroad (e.g. in Geology and Anthropology), allow students to experience other geographical areas and cultures, which is very enriching. 

Further outreach to student constituencies is provided by Student Ambassadors and student athletes, who visit schools within the community. 

One other example of campus-community interaction is the National Advisory Council, which brings to the university expertise in a variety of areas.

Once again, the Mill Levy was cited as a unique example of ongoing verification from the community of what WSU is doing well in many areas. John W handed out materials showing that the Mill Levy represents about 3% of the university’s budget. Other materials handed out by John showed how Central Michigan University, Michigan State 
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 PAGE 2and Southwest Missouri State have gone about classifying and sorting their Criterion 5 information. John is also seeking to centralize organization charts for different divisions within the university.

Christine S-L handed out more materials from Student Affairs staff regarding their capacity and commitment to engage with identified constituencies. And Linda M handed out a complete document from her unit addressing all four core components of Criterion 5. Thanks to both! Joe K is still working on his area. 

Finally, Philip reminded the committee that a conference call has been scheduled with Audrey Begun from UWM at 10 a.m., on July 5. The call will be made from the LINK office in Elliott Hall. Nancy S suggested that we try to identify how much information was collected by Milwaukee in electronic and paper formats, and what information was presented in appendix format rather than made available in a resource room.

Thanks again to all for your work on this committee.







Philip Gaunt, Chair, Working Group 5
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