Wichita State University

Higher Learning Commission

CRITERION 3 (C3) SUBCOMMITTEE

Minutes

October 12, 2005

Members present: Jim Wolff; Ron Christ; Ken Miller; Sharon Iorio, Chair; and Carrie Wyatt, administrative secretary.   Guests present:  Martha Shawver, Donna Hawley, and Nancy Snyder.

The meeting came to order at 1:05 p.m. in room 206 Lindquist Hall.

Old business

The chair asked that the minutes of the 10-5-05 meeting be approved. The motion was made by Ron Christ and approved by the committee.

New Business

The chair introduced Dr. Martha Shawver, who spoke on the topic of the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE). Dr. Shawver distributed copies of NSSE data pertaining to WSU and some general information about NSSE itself. Also providing input for this presentation were Donna Hawley and Nancy Snyder who are involved with the compilation of this data for the university. 

The C-3 committee is deliberating on what and how much data on students and faculty to include in the final HLC report.  The committee members mentioned that a triangulation of the NSSE information with the data gathered from WSU is in order.  Several avenues to achieve this were suggested. Aggregated SPTE information based on the level of difficulty could be useful.  The committee could also use certain student surveys already conducted at WSU. These include the Student Satisfactory survey, the senior survey from Career Services, and the Advising survey.

The committee consensus was that there are varying degrees of student vs. faculty perception regarding questions on different surveys. For example, students may not understand terminology used and the perception of things such as “time,” varies between students and faculty.  A suggestion arose concerning the need for holding some informational meetings or focus groups to show students what the questions really mean.

The C3 committee is currently in the process of combining and prioritizing questions and issues that arise in relation to assessment at WSU.   The next task of the committee will be to identify any questions/issues that the committee needs to be addressed in a broader faculty venue.  

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 9, 2005 at 1:00 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

