Wichita State University

Higher Learning Commission

CRITERION 3 (C3) SUBCOMMITTEE

Minutes

November 9, 2005

Members present: Jim Wolff, Ron Christ, Ken Miller, Ed Sawan, Linda Bakken, Nancy Deyoe, Mary Koehn, and Sharon Iorio, Chair, Carrie Wyatt, administrative secretary. Guests present: Nancy Snyder and Donna Hawley.

The meeting came to order at 1:05 p.m. in the LAS Dean’s Boardroom, 200 Lindquist Hall.

Old business

The chair announced the committee is scheduled to report to the University Assessment Committee at a luncheon meeting set for December 2 at 11:30 a.m. in RSC 215.  The committee needs to create an agenda for this meeting.

New Business

Donna Hawley distributed data on WSU degree analysis. Data on student recruitment/retention/graduation rates was discussed, as well as the current make-up of our student body. We are enrolling a larger percentage of younger students than in the past and fewer returning adults (which had been a large percentage of our student body for years at WSU). Credit hour production remains stable; the number of upper division students is the lowest they have been in 30 years. 

It was suggested that the Future Committee (another sub-committee of the HLC) might want to discuss this information.  Committee members suggested that WSU needs some long term planning and work with the College Council on this issue. The committee also expressed its concern about the investment of time and recruitment devoted toward new, incoming freshman as opposed to transfer students, which appear to be a major and growing component of the student body. 

The committee agreed to complete their rankings of the priority list by the next meeting and will turn their results in to Carrie at that time. The final results will be distributed to the committee before the November 30th meeting, which is the last C3 meeting before the University Committee meeting. It was decided that the chair will make a brief introduction at the University Assessment meeting and the other committee members will attend, if possible, to answer any questions.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16, 2005 at 1:00 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 

