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Vision
Innovation and excellence in nursing
education to promote a healthy
society.

Mission
The mission of the School of Nursing
is to prepare students from diverse
populations to provide professional
nursing across the continuum of
health. Faculty in the School of
Nursing promote innovation and
excellence in nursing education
through practice, scholarship, teaching
and service at both the baccalaureate
and graduate level.

Core Values
Excellence, Professionalism,
Student-centered, Innovation, Respect.

Philosophy
The Graduate Program prepares
students for advanced practice roles in
nursing and to be accountable for
clinical and organizational decision
making based on scholarly evidence,
principles of ethics, relevant theories
and health care policy. Upon
completion of the Graduate Program,
the advanced practice nurse is
prepared to provide leadership in the
analysis of factors influencing health
and the subsequent implementation
and evaluation of strategies for
improving health in a
multidisciplinary, globally aware,

culturally sensitive manner.
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Introduction

For the nurse practitioner student, there is a strong emphasis on clinical practice and skill
development, including pharmacology, advanced assessment, management of acutely ill patients,
technologies, and supervised clinical experiences. Core courses required for all master's students
are: evidence based practice, theoretical foundations, advanced nursing practice roles, healthcare
policy systems and politics, advanced pathophysiology, advanced pharmacology, and
management of clinical data and outcomes. The overall benefits of the nurse practitioner track
are: comprehensive cost-effective care provided to patients and families; continuity of patient
care; and the development of collegial relationships with physicians and other health care
professionals.

PNP Credentials

The PNP student will be eligible to apply for recognition as an Advanced Registered Nurse
Practitioner (ARNP) as a nurse practitioner through the Kansas State Board of Nursing. Nurse
practitioners are regulated by each individual’s state nurse practice act and licensure regulations.
Students are highly encouraged to take the national certification examination for PNP’s. This
certification suggests a quality of service higher than what is necessarily required for licensure
and is granted by the professions. Two national certification exams have been developed for the
PNP, one by the American Nurses Credentialing Center and the other by the Pediatric Nursing
Certification Board.



CLINICAL FACULTY

Heather Baker, ARNP, MSN, PNP-BC, Clinical Educator
(316) 978-5733

PNP Curriculum

Prerequisites for the program are statistics, undergraduate nursing research course
approved by the School of Nursing-Graduate Programs Office. CESP 728 Growth &
Development of Children/Families, maybe taken prior to specialization courses. The
PNP track is 49 credit hours.

Core Courses Core Course Credit Hours 24
N 701 Advanced Health Assessment

N 702 Advanced Health Assessment Lab

N 703 Theoretical Foundations of Advanced Nursing Practice
N 715 Advanced Nursing Practice Roles

N 793 Advanced Pathophysiology 1

N 795 Applied Drug Therapy

N 801 Health Care Systems: Policy and Politics

N 806 Evidence Based Nursing Practice/Outcomes of Care

N 826 Evidence Based Nursing Project |

N 828 Evidence Based Nursing Project 11
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Specialization Courses Specialization Course Credit Hours 25
Prerequisite: CESP Growth and Development of Children/Families 3)
N 728 Advanced Practice Technology and Skills

N 846 PNP Management & Clinical Application I
N 847 PNP Primary Care I

N 848 PNP Primary Care Practicum I

N 850 Transition to PNP Advanced Practice Role I
N 915 PNP Primary Care II

N 916 PNP Primary Care Practicum II

N 917 PNP Management & Clinical Application II
N 918 Transition to PNP Advanced Practice Role 11
N 952 Advanced Nursing Practice Preceptorship
Comprehensive Examination
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The following admission criteria exist for the WSU PNP program:

All students except post-master’s DNP students must apply to a specialization within the School
of Nursing after admission to the School of Nursing through the Graduate School. Applications
may be obtained from a faculty advisor or from the Graduate Nursing Office in room 501
Ahlberg Hall.

Criteria for Admission to All Specializations:

In addition to the School of Nursing graduate program admission criteria, students must meet the
following criteria. Mandatory Requirements for students applying to a specialization in the
Graduate Nursing program:

1. Degree standing in a Graduate Nursing program.

2. Acceptable academic performance as measured by a minimum cumulative grade point
average of 3.0 in the following areas:

"IThe last sixty (60) hours of undergraduate college work; Any graduate level

courses and required MSN courses; All undergraduate nursing courses; Average GPA of
3.0 for all 4 science courses: Microbiology, Anatomy/Physiology, Pathophysiology and
Pharmacology, and must have a “C” or better in each course.

3. Experience requirements:

O A minimum of two years of clinical experience as an RN within the past five
years, to be completed by the semester of enrollment in specialization
courses.

0 For the ACNP specialization, one of the two years must be in acute care
experience, with critical care, trauma, or emergency department experience
preferred.

0 Commitment to clinical experiences in concentrated blocks of time is
required. The concentrated time blocks vary within each specialization.

0 Experience must be documented in writing by a supervisor or personnel
office.

Preferential Consideration may be given as described on the specialization application. Please
obtain an application for details. Other items such as GPAs in other areas, course work taken,
the type/length of work experience, etc., may be considered, if needed. Exceptions to a
requirement may be requested based on portfolio review, if a valid reason exists. You may
obtain an exception request form from the graduate nursing office. The criteria for admission to
a specialization are subject to change.
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Vision
Innovation and excellence in nursing education to promote a healthy society.

Mission

The mission of the School of Nursing is to prepare students from diverse populations to provide
professional nursing across the continuum of health. Faculty in the School of Nursing promote
innovation and excellence in nursing education through practice, scholarship, teaching and
service at both the baccalaureate and graduate level.

Core Values
Excellence, Professionalism, Student-centered, Innovation, Respect.

Philosophy

The Graduate Program prepares students for advanced practice roles in nursing and to be
accountable for clinical and organizational decision making based on scholarly evidence,
principles of ethics, relevant theories and health care policy. Upon completion of the Graduate
Program, the advanced practice nurse is prepared to provide leadership in the analysis of factors
influencing health and the subsequent implementation and evaluation of strategies for improving
health in a multidisciplinary, globally aware, culturally sensitive manner.

Location

Wichita, Kansas, in the south central part of the state, is the home of Wichita State University
(WSU). The Pediatric Nurse Practitioner track is within the School of Nursing and the College of
Health Professions, one of six colleges within the university structure.

Accreditation Status
The graduate nursing program is fully accredited by the National League for Nursing.

Academic Degree
After completion of the program the PNP student receives a Master of Nursing Degree with a
specialization as a PNP.



CLINICAL PRECEPTORS

Preceptor Overview

The philosophy of the WSU PNP program is to prepare students to function in the primary care
setting and work as a collaborative member of the health care team. The PNP student has been
prepared to practice clinical skills with preceptor supervision which include, advanced
assessment and management of patients across the lifespan in the primary care setting.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PRECEPTORS

Preceptor Statement

Preceptors assist course responsible faculty and are practitioners who provide direct teaching to
students appropriate to the course and program objectives. Preceptors for clinical specializations
may include both advanced practice nurses (ARNPs) and non-nurse practitioners (usually
physicians). Each preceptor must be credentialed and state licensed to practice in his/her
specialization. National certification is highly encouraged although not required in Kansas for
ARNP status. Preceptors must have educational preparation and/or extensive practice experience
appropriate to his/her supervisory responsibility. Newly prepared preceptors must have at least
one year of practice experience in the specialization. Orientation to the preceptor role, including
program requirements, expectations for oversight and evaluation of students, are provided for
each specialization. Student evaluation is the responsibility of the faculty with input from the
preceptor. Experiences with preceptors are evaluated by students and faculty to enhance
program development and student learning activities. Documentation of preceptor qualification
is maintained in the School of Nursing.

Complete and return the student evaluation form promptly at the end of the rotation period.

GUIDELINES FOR CLINICAL ACTIVITY

Students cannot provide patient care without adequate preceptor supervision. The PNP students,
like all students, have varying degrees of skill and experience and must be assigned accordingly.

The following guidelines will be applied and should be observed during the clinical rotations for
students:

1. Management/treatment procedures should always be approved by the Preceptor prior to
implementation (life threatening emergencies are the exception).

2. Students cannot admit or discharge patients without direct preceptor guidance.

3. Students should not be the sole practitioner seeing a patient. An Advanced Registered
Nurse Practitioner or physician should always see the patient prior to dismissal.

(Continued on next page)



4. Students are aware of current CMS (formerly HCFA) guidelines related to documentation
by medical students, nurse practitioner students, and PA students. According to CMS,
students may document the review of systems (ROS) and past, family and social history
(PFSH). The teaching physician must verify and re-document the history of present
illness as well as perform and re-document the physical exam and medical decision-
making activities of the visit service. Revisions to this are ongoing.

5. Without faculty and preceptor approval, students should not return to a rotation after the
rotation has officially ended.

6. Students will not have contact with patients while under the influence of alcohol or any
substance including prescription medication that impairs the student's ability or judgment.
Violation of this rule makes the student subject to dismissal from the PNP track.

CLINICAL REQUIRMENTS FOR STUDENTS

Required Rotations

A series of clinical rotations provide the student with the opportunity to experience the practical
application of the knowledge obtained. Each student's rotation is structured to provide a wide
variety of clinical experiences with an emphasis on assessment and management of patients
across the lifespan, while taking into account the needs of the individual student. The following
practicums listed below are scheduled according to individual students needs.

Attendance

The student must contact the preceptor and instructor prior to an absence or change in schedule.
All missed days of a practicum must be rescheduled. If a student has greater than five absences
(40 hours or greater) due to illness or other circumstances they may be required to repeat the
clinical rotation.

Learning Objectives:

Nursing 728 Advance Practice Technology and Skills

This course assists in developing beginning skills in skills such as X-ray interpretation, 12 Lead
EKG interpretation, splinting/casting, and suturing. Also will assist the student in refining history
taking, psychosocial assessment, and physical assessment skills. Emphasis is placed on detailed
health history taking, differentiation, interpretation and documentation of normal and abnormal
findings. Additional skills may be required depending on practice areas.

Nursing 848 PNP Primary Care Practicum I

Concentrated clinical practicum in a primary care setting that addresses children and their
families within the context of the community. Theory and research are used in clinical settings.
Health promotion, maintenance, and prevention interventions are emphasized.

(Learning Objectives continued on next page)



Nursing 916 Primary Care Practicum II

Complex pediatric health problems, based on knowledge of theory and research. Primary care
pediatric clients with complex conditions affecting major body systems are assessed and
managed.

Nursing 952 Advanced Nurse Practice Preceptorship

A concentrated clinical practicum in the student’s specialization health care setting that
emphasized the management of care for individuals. Students synthesize concepts and principles
from previous classes and clinical experiences, applying theoretical and research content to
acute, chronic, urgent and/or common health problems. Preceptorship is in a clinical agency.
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Wichita State University-School of Nursing
FINAL Preceptor Evaluation of Nurse Practitioner Student

Student: Semester:

Preceptor Printed Name / Signature:

Key: 0 = Not applicable
1 = OMITS tasks or procedures which are appropriate (minimal competence with assistance)
2 = Below average skills (requires extensive supervision/assistance even with simple patients)
3 = Performs with average skills (safe with less than constant supervision; presentation skill improving)
4 = Performs with above average skills (safe with little supervision on most patients; able to initiate
exam and delineate treatment goals; demonstrates critical thinking with all patients)

(Scores may range from 1.0 — 4.0, for example a “2” or “x” in the 2 column or a “3.5” in the 3 column etc.)

Objectives Rating 0 1 2 3 4

Skillful in obtaining histories and performing physical
examinations in patients across the lifespan or in patients
appropriate for setting.

Selects and performs appropriate physical exam
techniques; Recognizes abnormal findings.

Articulates patient problem and physical findings, verbally &
in writing, using accurate and appropriate terminology

Demonstrates ability to record data in concise, accurate and
timely manner, using office/clinic format.

Succinctly articulates the appropriate plan of care.

Selects and recommends appropriate diagnostic tests with
attention to safety, cost, acceptability, and efficacy.

Selects and recommends appropriate pharmaceutical with
attention to safety, cost, acceptability, and efficacy.

Is aware and able to discuss ethical and legal implications of
care provided to patients and families.

Implements appropriate patient teaching, counseling, health
promotion strategies.

Demonstrates self-motivation and use of current references

Cooperates and collaborates with members of the health
care team. ( 44 possible points)

COMMENTS :

PNP Clinical Coordinator. 316-978-5740; Fax 316-978-3094 School of Nursing, 1845 N. Fairmount, Wichita KS 67260-0041



