COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION


All candidates are required to pass a written comprehensive examination in the final semester of their course work.  This examination is based on a reading list of 30 books chosen from the MFA master reading list by the candidate’s final writing project director and the candidate. See (Book List and Comprehensive Examination Procedure, p.5. of your MFA Handbook)
BOOK LIST AND COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION PROCEDURE
MFA Master Reading List

When the MFA candidate enters the program, he or she will receive a master reading list (by genre), and be informed that when he or she is assigned a final writing project director, the two of them (candidate and director) will compose a candidate’s reading list, using titles from the master list.

Candidate’s Reading List

When the MFA candidate’s project director is agreed upon, the project director and the candidate will compose a candidate’s list of 30 titles.  The candidate’s list will include at least 5 titles from periods before the modern/post-modern, at least 15 titles from the modern/post-modern period, and at least 5 critical/theory titles.  The candidate will be allowed to select 5 additional titles not on the master reading list, with the agreement of the project director.  In exceptional cases, wherein the project director and the candidate wish to further modify the candidate’s list, they may together petition the creative writing committee to do so.

Since an approved reading list (one signed by both the project director and by the candidate) must be submitted with the candidate's application to take the comprehensive examination, the reading list should be developed well in advance of that application.

Comprehensive Examination Procedure

The comprehensive examination for MFA candidates is based on the candidate’s reading list of 30 books chosen from the MFA master reading list by the candidate’s final writing project director and the candidate.

Students should take the comprehensive examination in the last semester of their course work or as close to that time as is feasible; in no event may a student sit for the comprehensive examination prior to his or her submission of the plan of study. The comprehensive examination is given twice a year (in the fall and spring semesters); no comprehensive examination is given during the summer session.

Students are required to give the director of creative writing and the graduate coordinator (who proctors the examination), four weeks in advance of the scheduled date of the examination, written notice of their intention to take the comprehensive, including an approved book list.

The examination itself requires essay answers. It is divided into three segments requiring 1-1/2 hours each to complete. There will be alternative questions in each part, and there will be two readers for the examination, one the writer of the questions and the other a faculty member chosen by the director of creative writing. The possible grades are High Pass, Pass, and Fail. If, on any section of the exam, there is a split between passing and failing votes, a third reader will be asked to resolve the grade. Students will not be allowed to take one part of the examination on one date and another part on a following date. Students who fail all or part of an examination will be allowed to repeat the examination once.
