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COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION

All candidates are required to pass a written comprehensive examination in the final semester of their course work.  This examination is based on a reading list of 30 books chosen from the MFA master reading list by the candidate’s final writing project director and the candidate.

MFA MASTER READING LIST

When the MFA candidate enters the program, he or she will receive a master reading list (by genre), and be informed that when he or she is assigned a final writing project director, the two of them (candidate and director) will compose a candidate’s reading list, using titles from the master list.

CANDIDATE’S READING LIST

When the MFA candidate’s project director is agreed upon, the project director and the candidate will compose a candidate’s list of 30 titles.  The candidate’s list will include at least 5 titles from periods before the modern/post-modern, at least 15 titles from the modern/post-modern period, and at least 5 critical/theory titles.  The candidate will be allowed to select 5 additional titles not on the master reading list, with the agreement of the project director.  In exceptional cases, wherein the project director and the candidate wish to further modify the candidate’s list, they may together petition the creative writing committee to do so.

Since an approved reading list (one signed by the candidate and by the project director) must be submitted with the candidate's application to take the comprehensive examination, the reading list should be developed well in advance of that application.
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