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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Volunteer Fair 

     (September 23rd) 

 

GREEK Week  

     (Sep 24 - Oct 3) 

 

Up Til Dawn 

     (Oct 1 6pm-1am) 

 

Shock the yard 

     (October 3rd) 

 

 CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT COUNTS  

 

Students are admitted to Wichita State based on their academic preparation and 

as an institution we know students are prepared to succeed in the classroom. 

What is equally important to being successful in college but much harder to 

measure is the level of interest students have in being involved in campus ac-

tivities.  There are numerous studies that have been conducted that indicate 

early involvement in campus activities is important in the area of student reten-

tion and overall satisfaction with the college experience.  The challenge for the 

staff at Wichita State is to create a setting where student organizations can pro-

vide the opportunities for involvement and market them effectively to all stu-

dents, especially those who do not live in residence halls or close to campus.   

 

 Being a member of a Student Organization provides the opportunity for students to meet people with 

similar interests and develop a social network which connects them more strongly to the institu-

tion.  This network often leads to lifelong relationships and connections that will greatly assist students 

in the future.  The individuals you connect with through campus involvement can help you land jobs in 

the future, act as references, and might be your future doctor, lawyer, investment banker, or the high 

school teacher of your children to name a few.  While involvement in campus organizations is impor-

tant, simply taking advantage of other social interaction opportunities can be equally beneficial as well.   

 

The dedicated staff at Wichita State have developed many programs and co-curricular options that will 

help you connect with fellow students.  Joining a student organization, participating in intramural 

sports, attending events in the performing arts, cheering on the Shocker athletic teams, joining a Greek 

organization, or gaining valuable leadership experience by being part of the Student Government Asso-

ciation are just a few of the many ways you can engage in the Wichita State community outside the 

classroom.  

 

The facilities on campus that house the student organizations are as important to student retention and 

satisfaction as the organizations themselves.  To that end I am pleased to let students know that we are 

looking at the opportunity to enhance the Rhatigan Student Center which is the primary home to many 

of the student organizations.  The RSC is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year and the time is right 

to look at enhancing the facility for the next fifty years so that we can continue to meet the needs of 

students and create the best environment possible for them to be successful at Wichita State.  Look for 

more details on this exciting project in the upcoming weeks this semester.   

  

So, whether you are a new student or continuing student, reach out and enjoy all that Wichita State has 

to offer. It is true that you will need to take the initiative and seek out opportunities but that is what be-

ing a Shocker is all about. As you embrace the campus and community during your time at Wichita 

State you will truly learn what means to be a Thinker, a Doer, a Mover, and a Shocker.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Wade A. Robinson, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Campus Life and University Relations 
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I distinctly remember the tour of the cam-

pus I received as a new student, including 

the first time I entered Ablah Library. I 

remember that for some reason, despite the 

relatively small size of the campus, I used 

to have trouble finding the library! But 

once I became a regular there, it became 

my favorite campus locale. I loved staying 

there until late to study, and roaming "the  

stacks" (that's library talk for bookshelves) 

to locate fascinating old volumes until the 

"15 minutes until closing" warning was 

played, which at that time was accompa-

nied by music from some old western 

movie. I always loved the way the good 

folks at the Circulation desk still stamp the 

due date into books the way they did in the 

old days. 

     I  frequented the library enough that I 

came to know some of the staff and stu-

dent employees, and at some point became 

determined to work there myself; I began 

working in June of 2007. Since then my 

love for the library and its contents has not 

wavered, but my perspective has changed a 

little bit; as a student studying, the library 

couldn't be open late enough. As a em-

ployee it's not always such a disappoint-

ment to hear the closing music.  

  Our library offers a lot of great resources 

to students. The Circulation desk offers 

laptops for check-out (for in-library use 

only). The laptops check out for three hour 

periods. The Circulation desk also reserves 

study rooms for group study sessions, and 

seminar rooms for Power Point and other 

presentations for which all the equipment 

is provided. One can also purchase a vari-

ety of items at the Circ desk including blue 

books ($.30), ear buds ($3.00), 4 GB flash 

drives ($15.00), rain slickers ($2.00) and 

more! If you haven't yet spent much time 

in our library, I encourage you to do so.  

    I say this because another thing I appre-

ciate about the library is that it is one place 

on campus where one can count on seeing 

students representing just about every ma-

jor offered and every walk of life present 

at the university. This is a testament to the 

library's impressive collection: materials 

covering Harry Potter, elasticity theory, 

and everything in between, but it also 

makes Ablah Library a great place to make 

friends, share ideas, and take part in the 

collective collegiate experience. 
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 CAMPUS FAVOURITE LOCALE 
                                THE ABLAH LIBRARY  - By  Jacob Goering  

            CAREER OPPURTUNITY FOR STUDENTS 
                                   FALL CAREER FAIR ð 09  

    The Fall Career Fair hosted by Career Services will be held in Koch Arena on Thursday, September 24 from 4 to 7 p.m.  Students 

and alumni from the colleges of Business, Engineering, Fine Arts, and Liberal Arts and Sciences are invited to attend. Appropriate 

dress is expected - a suit or dress slacks and tie for men; a suit or jacket with dress slacks or skirt and blouse for women. Do not wear 

jeans, shorts, flip flops or t-shirts. Bring a resume and business cards to leave with recruiters. 

How to prepare for the fair : 

*Bring your resume to Career Servicesô special walk-in hours on Monday and Tuesday, September 21 and 22 anytime from 1 to 7 

p.m. Our office is located in 203 Grace Wilkie. 

*Develop a 30-second commercial about yourself to use as an introduction to recruiters. 

*Research the employers. Check out their websites. Know their product or service. Know the types of jobs available. The list of at-

tending employers is on the Career Services website at http://careers.wichita.edu. 

*Practice your handshake. Be sure to make eye contact. 

*Read more Career Fair tips which can be found in the ShockWORKS Resource Library (http://careers.wichita.edu.) 

If you have questions, call 978-3435 or email us at career.services@wichita.edu.  

- By  Karan  Gillenw ater 

    Front View of the ABLAH LIBRARY  

http://careers.wichita.edu
http://careers.wichita.edu
mailto:career.services@wichita.edu
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Sty robot ON CAMPUS  
                              THE ULRICH MUSEUM  

In 1920, the term robot was coined from a 

Czech word robota, which meant tedious 

labor. Since then, the image and the idea of 

a robot have evolved remarkably from an 

awkward, mechanical creature to a sophis-

ticated android with artifi cial intelligence 

and the potential for human-like con-

sciousness. 

 

THE STYROBOT EXHIBITION: 

        This exhibition is a selection of robot 

imagery in fine art during the past 15 yrs. 

As robotic technology catches up with the 

wild imagination of science fiction novels, 

movies, and animation, dreams and fears 

anticipated in these stories may also be-

come reality. Artists included in the exhi-

bition have responded to the technological 

innovation with optimism, pessimism, and 

humor, presenting work that ultimately 

explores the pros and cons we feel about 

robots.  Included in the exhibition is a 13-

foot-tall Styrobot by Oregon artist Michael 

Salter  that he assembled in the Ulrich Mu-

seum galleries on Wednesday, August 19.    

Meet the creator of Styrobot : 

       Join Styrobot creator Michael Salter 

for an illustrated look at his work during 

his artist talk, "Beautiful Soup: An Assess-

ment of Current Visual Culture," at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, September 24 in 210 McKnight 

Art Center West (School of Art and De-

sign) on the WSU campus. Salter is an 

associate professor of digital arts at the  

University of Oregon and created the 13-

foot Styrobot (pictured at left) for the exhi-

bition "Robots: A Cultural Icon in Con-

temporary Art." Admission is free. For 

more information about events and activi-

ties in conjunction with "Robots," visit: 

www.ulrich.wichita.edu/robots. 

Front View Of The Ulrich Museum, Wichita State University. 

Michael Slater with the Styrobot 

Mark Your Calendars Now for 

Ulrich Spa Getaway:  

  While it's too early to start thinking about 

finals, it's not to early to plan a spa get-

away at the Ulrich Museum. Release your-

self from the stresses of finals and last-

minute papers with free chair massages, 

relaxing music, herbal teas, and refresh-

ments during the Ulrich Spa Getaway from 

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Decem-

ber 8, and Wednesday, December 9, at the 

Ulrich Museum of Art at Wichita State 

University. Co-sponsored by SAC. Admis-

sion is free, but bring your WSU ID; no 

reservations are needed. For more informa-

tion about the Spa Getaway, call Aimee 

Geist, curator of Education, at (316) 978-

7116 or e-mail aimee.geist@wichita.edu. 

By Teresa Veazey  
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                      Csl featured programs  
       CIVIC ENGAGEMENT LECTURE SERIES KICKS OFF  

  Star Parker is the founder and president of CURE, the Coalition for Urban Renewal & Education, a 501c3 

non-profit think tank that provides a national voice of reason on issues of race and poverty in the media, inner 

city neighborhoods, and public policy.  

  Star Parker was a single mother on welfare in Los Angeles, California who was able to launch an urban 

Christian magazine after receiving a bachelorôs degree in marketing.  Her activism for fighting poverty, and 

championing welfare reform, has led Star to many appearances on national television including the Larry 

King show, 700 Club, and FOX News.  Star has written several books, including Uncle Samôs Plantation: 

How big government enslaves Americaôs poor and what we can do about it (2003), and White Ghetto: How middle class America 

reflects Inner City Decay (2006).   

  This lecture is presented by the WSU College Republicans, the African American Student Association, and the Young Democratic 

Socialists.   

AN EVENING WITH STAR PARKER 

òBreaking the Cycle of Poverty: From entitlement to empowermentó  

Monday, October 5, 2009 @ 7pm  

Campus Activities Center (CAC) Theatre 

Sponsored by Johnny and Marjorie Stevens,  

 Live lead and inspire  
SHOCKER LEADERSHIP FORUM 

Live, Lead, & Inspire is the theme of the Shocker Leadership Forum scheduled for October 31st from 10am-1pm in the 

Rhatigan Student Center.  The Forum is open to student organization members and executive officers, fraternity & soror-

ity members, new students and students seeking to enhance their leadership skills.   

Workshops for the Forum are focused on a variety of topics ranging from motivating members to incorporating service 

into your student organizationôs mission.  Additionally, for all new student organizations and those who have not at-

tended an RSO Orientation, registration and participation is REQUIRED.   

Registration is free and can be completed at www.wichita.edu/csl.  
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      International Student Union is a stu-

dent organization for every international 

student at Wichita States University. For 

years, we have been planning and organiz-

ing activities to encourage students to par-

ticipate in campus activities and truly ex-

perience their campus life. Our executive 

members are always given opportunities to 

coordinate activities with the help of oth-

ers. By working with students from differ-

ent cultural backgrounds, we eventually 

develop leadership skills, which will be 

useful in our day-to-day life. 

      I was grateful that I was given a chance 

to help organize the Airport Welcome Ta-

ble Program this Fall. It was originally an 

idea suggested by some of the past com-

mittee members. After a few months of the 

planning process, we carried out the first 

Welcome Table program in Spring 2009. 

Zenas, our current development director 

took over as the program coordinator and 

with the help of others; he managed to 

make the welcome table program a suc-

cess. As an ISU member, I felt proud for 

my team, especially when we received 

support and gratitude from both the exist-

ing and new international students. 

     One day, one of our organization advi-

sors called and asked me if I would like to 

be the coordinator of the program for the 

Fall semester. I was not sure if I could han-

dle it since I had no experience coordinat-

ing any of the ISU activities. However, 

with the support of other ISU members, I 

accepted the offer and started to look for 

resources and volunteers for the program. 

In this semester, we had 30 volunteers 

helping us at the welcome table at the 

Wichita airport. They provided assistance 

to the new arriving international students 

and other people at the airport. The volun-

teers helped new students to solve prob-

lems such as getting a ride to get to the 

campus, looking for accommodation, get-

ting some necessities when they cannot 

claim their luggage, and etc. We prepared 

some welcome bags for those who were 

not able to claim their belongings or came 

late at night. One of the opinions expressed 

by most of the volunteers is that they had 

fun helping new students and meeting peo-

ple at the airport. 

       On August 28, 2009, we present the 

certificates of appreciation to the volunteer 

at the ñMeet and Greetò activity at RSC 

Shocker Square. We expressed our grati-

tude for their help and we all had fun gath-

ering together that Friday evening. It is 

always fun to get to know people from 

other cultures. I urge you to join our ISU 

activities and experience meeting people 

around the world. Various activities will be 

carried out throughout the semester, below 

is a list of the activities that we are going 

to have in the next few months. 

 Organization in the spotlight  
    INTERNATIONAL STUDENT UNION  

- By  Adeline Tan 

Up Coming Events by ISU   
a. International Food Festival:  End of September/Beginning of October 

b. International Idol (Talent Show): October 23 

c. International Education Week (November 16-20) 

    - November 16/18: Around the World at Noon 

    - All week: International Film Festival 

    - November 20: International Faculty and Staff Reception 

Visit http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=ISU&p=/index/ 

or email us at isu@wichita.edu to find out more 

information about us and our activities. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tcnetwork.info/UserFiles/member_spotlight.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tcnetwork.info/&usg=__Rakn6pJYQB6aWJOmeHn65e02OqY=&h=1309&w=1275&sz=77&hl=en&start=23&um=1&tbnid=hezAGt0aYWv4hM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=146&prev=/
http://webs.wichita.edu/?u=ISU&p=/index/
mailto:isu@wichita.edu
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 Advisors corner  
You make all the difference  

     Elephants in India are chained to pegs when they are very young and weak. Day 

by day they grow bigger and stronger, until they could easily snap their pegs that 

hold them and walk off. But they never realize this and docilely walk their narrow 

circles, held back from freedom only by their illusions. 

     Students are often like the self-trapped elephants, held back by their perceptions. 

They sometimes fell powerless while actually they have at their disposal tremen-

dous energy for change-for helping others and for making a positive impact on 

those around us. The realization that their chains can be broken in the first step. Just like the elephant, students often 

limit themselves by their fears and in-securities. 

     Advisors have the ability to educate organization members that will lead them to feel more confident, empowered and 

competent. One of the greatest challenges students will meet at Wichita state is learning how to free themselves from he 

barriers that are holding them back from being an energetic and great leader. 

Becoming an involved and dedicated advisor means believing in yourself and those surrounded by you. This requires 

reflection, patience, courage and continually assessing your strengths and weakness but the benefits and rewards can be 

endless. 

KCO is a career fair that we host each FALL at the University of Kansas School Of medicine- Wichita as well as at the 

University of Kansas Medical center in Kansas city. It is designed to introduce medical students, resident physicians, and 

allied health professionals to potential employers from throughout that state of Kansas. Our exhibitors are from Rural 

and Underserved areas of the state and take this opportunity to meet the residents and students, hoping to make them in-

terested in their organizations.It lasts from Noon- 3:30pm, lunch is provided to those that RSVP to us, and a speaker is 

scheduled to present to attendees at 2:30pm about ñLife as a Rural physician in Kansasò. You can visit our website at 

ruralhealth.kumc.edu to learn more about our programs. 

October 8 , 2009 : 10am -  Noon  

Venue : KU School of Medicine ï Wichita. 

Dress  : Casual. 

Nature Of work : Helping the exhibitors and unload their exhibit table items and giveaways from their 

cars into the school. 

      Volunteer opportunities in Wichita  
      KANSAS CAREER OPPURTUNITIES  
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 Volunteer opportunities in Wichita  

Hope Street Youth Development (HSYD) is a leadership development program for middle and high school 

youth in Wichita, KS. The program is designed to provide opportunities for young people to empower them-

selves through leadership skills that will shape their educational, career and life choices. With these skills in 

place they will be better able to contribute to their neighborhood, the city they live in, and the country now and 

in the future. Our goal is to teach young people how to think, not what to think. HSYD believes that through 

academic study, youth organizing and leadership development we can make a difference with the young people 

The Reality Project is an anti-tobacco ini-

tiative started by Hope Street Youth      

Development in order to reach the youth of 

Kansas and increase awareness of the dan-

gers of tobacco and the manipulation tac-

tics of big tobacco companies. 

The project will be run by twelve high 

school students from the Wichita, KS area 

with the help of thirty-eight volunteer stu-

dents from around the state. 

The Reality Project Director, Brad Thomi-

son   brad@hsyd.crg 

At Hope Street, we have chosen to take a 

grass roots approach in bringing about 

long lasting change and holding public 

officials and institutions accountable. The 

grass roots approach will be accomplished 

through the power of youth coming to-

gether in an organized manner with a 

planned strategy to address their issues. In 

our society there are too many messages 

about getting ahead and putting ourselves 

first instead of   helping people, taking 

care of our neighborhoods, and working 

for justices in our communities.  

     Youth organizing is built on a radical 

idea: That youth have the ability,   talent, 

and right to be present whenever deci-

sions are made that affect their lives. We 

DEMAND to be taken seriously by 

elected officials. Organize, take action, 

and always remember "whatôs age got to 

do with it?!" Visit the Student's United  

 

Website:   www.smashapathy.org 

 

 

The Academic Program is designed to 

support students in their efforts    toward 

academic success by providing a full 

range of educational enrichment opportu-

nities that supplement their existing 

school learning. We assist students in 

achieving their short term educational 

goals, personal goals and aid in the plan-

ning for their long goals.  The program 

provides supervised study time, advising 

meetings, goal planning, tutoring, college/

technical preparation and parent informa-

tion sessions. 

 

Academic Director, Jaya Escobar 263-

7325  jaya@hsyd.org  

 

www.hopestreet.com 

PAGE - 7  

mailto:brad@hsyd.crg
http://www.smashapathy.org/
mailto:jaya@hsyd.org

