Higher Learning Commission Presentation Summary
Barton School Dean’s Ambassadors

November 19, 2006

Attendance = 20

Dean John Beehler of the Barton School of Business met with his student group, the Barton School Dean’s Ambassadors, on Sunday, November 19, 2006.  He made the PowerPoint presentation about WSU’s findings in the HLC Self-Study.  WSU’s strengths as well as its challenges and opportunities were identified and discussed.  Feedback from the students is summarized below.    

Strengths:


-
Study abroad opportunities.

-
International/globalization programs such as World Trade Council and 





AIESEC.
-
The fact that all students who applied for and were eligible for financial aid and scholarships received aid.  This offsets the effect on recent tuition increases.  
-
The ability to bring in top community individuals for interaction and engagement with students: Entrepreneurship forums, Schwartz Lecture Series, Business Week.
-
Significant student involvement in quality student organizations:  Barton School Dean’s Ambassadors, Alpha Kappa Psi, Student in Free Enterprise, etc.  
-
Student and faculty interaction and involvement with the business community:  Barton School Back to Business Bash and Business Week.  
-
Student involvement with the business community involvement especially via co-operative education and internships.  

-
Significant percentage of students at WSU are placed in jobs within six months of 

graduation (especially true for business and engineering).  
Challenges:

-
Need for more community involvement/activities with students (outside of co-operative education and internships).   
Suggested Actions:


-
Students need more integration/interaction/networking with other colleges (i.e., 


College of Engineering, College of Health Professions, etc.)
Conclusion:  The students were very positive about WSU and felt that the self-study tended to understate WSU’s strengths, especially with regard to students.  They were focused on the effect of WSU’s activities and policies on students rather than on various other aspects of WSU’s mission (e.g., research etc.).  

