Feedback from Wichita Community Arts leaders

(presentation – December 6,2006, WSU-Link meeting, FischeHaus Gallery:  Attendance = 15)

There are a lot of talented and skilled and hard-working people in the arts at WSU. Without them many community arts organizations wouldn’t exist or would certainly be compromised.

The state of facilities in CFA impacts both WSU and the community agencies that use them from time to time. There should also be better communication and continuity about rental/usage of WSU facilities. It seems like we get a different answer every time we call about how much the use of a particular hall will be. Since it’s a state institution, why is there a charge at all?

The difficulty of attracting and retaining fine arts faculty of high quality is a similar challenge to what all arts entities face. Another problem in retention is pay. Many qualified people can make more money “in the real world” than in the arts. Recruitment and retention are constant companions.  

The challenge of diversity is a big one. The campus population has changed so greatly in the last 30 years, but WSU isn’t any more diverse than it was in the 1970’s.  

Is there any kind of an initiative regarding arts and media?  Specifically, I hear nothing about film studies or film production. WSU needs to transition to the 21st century.  

It would be nice to read about the creative activities that this college engages in. There should be more of a presence in the Eagle. We need to coordinate calendars better in the planning stages. Things like this WSU-Link meeting are a step in the right direction.

Since everybody is put in the situation of needing money, we have far more people just in this room competing for grants. It used to be easier to compete for grants. I think there needs to be dialogue about collaborative grant applications. Part of the solution would be planning more activities in the schools together.  If we had more activities that appeal to minorities, we would increase their motivation to be part of the arts. That is a weakness for all of us in general.  It would also be nice to bring in artists a day early for lectures to present a specialized know-how to the students.

