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Attendance = 12

The environment is competitive.  Local students aren’t getting material from Admissions.  We should be doing a better job for local students, e.g. WSU doesn’t recruit in Augusta.

Community engagement is definitely a strength.  Library extends privileges to community, but the public doesn’t know about it.  Other examples include special collections, photos and maps.

Points of pride in WSU:  Engineering, Fine Arts, the West Campus and evening schedules.  Cooperative Education.  It is done well and gives students an advantage in job hunting.
We should be doing a better job with technology for students, e.g. Butler County Community College does a better job with students being able to track financial aid, enrollment, etc.  Butler is also more competitive on price.

Tuition assistance for dependants would be an excellent benefit.  It would also be nice for workers to get tuition assistance for more than one course at a time.

International students need more and better housing close to campus.  There should also be a better way for international students to get jobs on campus.  Question:  do we have many graduate students who come for only one semester and transfer to a university where they receive more generous financial assistance/ job opportunities?
Transportation is an issue for international students.  Why not operate a shuttle between the university and the apartments south of campus?
Strength: The Library is doing well with technology.

Suggested strategies:

Conduct on-going assessment of graduates and drop outs to review their perceptions of customer service.  The data would be a good tool to inform curriculum.  WSU should do more long-term follow up of graduates.  They could help us direct our marketing.


Some academic degrees fail to broaden student perspectives.  Student horizons should be broadened by their educational experiences.


Lower tuition for the first two years so that WSU can compete effectively with the community colleges.  

Reduce textbook prices.


Provide a shuttle between the main campus and the metroplex, as well as provide transportation assistance for students without cars.


Provide more summer programs for high school students as a recruitment strategy.  Recruit “average” students, not just the top ones.


Construct a parking garage.


Develop improved housing and commercial businesses around campus.  


Continue to work with local government to improve 21st street further west.


Explore distance education for the sake of convenience and flexibility for our local students.  Many of them would prefer to take these courses from WSU so they don’t have the hassle of transferring credits.  Check out USD 259’s e-school.  It always seems like we’re lagging K-12 education in the area of instructional technology.  Have a campus discussion about finding the correct balance between on-line and face-to-face delivery.  Students will need to be able to interact in both worlds in the 21st century.

