Solar: Solar Thermal: Making Electricity From The Sun's Heat
· Solar thermal electric power plant generates heat by using lenses and reflectors to concentrate the sun's energy. Because the heat can be stored, these plants are unique because they can generate power when it is needed, day or night, rain or shine.[image: image1.jpg]


 

· Solar thermal electric systems operating in the US today [Solar Parabolic Troughs] meet the needs of over 350,000 people (equal to the population of the city of Fresno, CA or Miami, FL) and displace the equivalent of 2.3 million barrels of oil annually. 

· Solar thermal power plants create two and one-half times as many skilled, high paying jobs as do conventional power plants that use fossil fuels. 

· A CEC (California Energy Commission) study shows that even with existing tax credits, a solar thermal electric plant pays about 1.7 times more in federal, state, and local taxes than an equivalent natural gas combined cycle plant. If the plants paid the same level of taxes, their cost of electricity would be roughly the same. 

*********************

Big solar generator proposed by Xcel in Colorado
On January 9, 2009, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) issued an All-Source solicitation seeking resources to serve the needs of its retail and wholesale customers. The All-Source solicitation seeks proposals for power purchase agreements for capacity and energy resources with in-service dates proceeding May 31, 2015. The solicitation is part of the most recent 2007 Colorado Resource Plan approved by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission in December.

Xcel Energy is seeking to add up to 700 megawatts of additional wind and solar generation through the All-Source RFP. In addition, the company will consider acquiring up to 600 megawatts from solar thermal generation with storage capability or natural gas backup.
*************************

World’s Largest Solar Power Plant Coming To CA Mojave Desert
by Mike Chino – April 10, 2008

With California utilities expanding rapidly into renewables, the Mojave Desert is one of the hottest spots for solar energy. Last year, plans for the world’s largest solar array got underway in this ideal energy harvesting setting and the latest news is just as groundbreaking. Pacific Gas and Electric recently signed the world’s largest solar deal to date, teaming up with BrightSource Energy to produce three new solar-thermal electric plants for a whopping 500 megawatts of clean green power. The $2 to $3 billion dollar deal provides options for additional plants (up to 900 megawatts total), which would be enough to power 375,000 Californian homes!
