The First Sun Day
By Dr. Walt Chappell, Ph.D.
Saturday, April 25th 

Wichita State University, RSC Shocker Square, 11am

Wichita, Kansas 

Dr. Walt Chappell from Wichita will speak about the first Sun Day in 1978 and how conservation, solar and renewables are more than ready to take their rightful place in providing Americans and people across the globe with the energy we need.  He will also share how the first Earth Day was organized to share environmental choices with the American public and political leaders. 

             The attached original Proclamation from President Carter dated March 27th, 1978 announced the 1st Sun Day as May 3, 1978.    Dr. Chappell and his team only had a few months to put together a coalition to set up events across the USA plus organize 150 solar exhibits at the Solar Energy Research Institute in Golden, Colorado where he was the Institute’s 1st Communications Branch Chief.   

 
Much of what was known then is still ready to go now.   It’s a matter of breaking out of the fossil fuel mindset to unleash the power of the sun.   Renewable energy is not “unproven” or “uneconomical”.  Events like the Midwest Green Earth Fest will hopefully bring investor and public acceptance to the fact that we have CHOICES!!!   

Our planet does not have to chock on CO2 from burning fossil fuels plus the heat, droughts, rising sea levels, hurricanes and tornadoes which global warming will bring.  By making wise energy choices now, we may be able to reverse the damage which is already done.  But, to be successful, each of us must act!!  

In addition to President Carter’s Proclamation, information about utility scale solar thermal generation of electricity is also posted.   These solar utilities combined with wind farms are ideal for Western Kansas and make any expansion at Holcomb, Kansas totally unnecessary.   

Solar generated electricity will take care of most of the peak demand during the day and offset time when the wind is intermittent.    The heat from these solar thermal units can also be stored and used after dark to generate more electricity as needed.  

There are easily 7,000 Megawatts of potential wind power in this region of our State and when solar thermal generators are added to the mix, we could provide over 12,000 megawatts of electricity to homes, businesses and farms throughout the Midwestern USA.   Renewables will also create over 5,000 new jobs and add billions of dollars to the Kansas economy.

Please come hear Dr. Chappell share important information about our options and participate in the Midwest Green Earth Fest.  It is up to each of us to do our part to switch to renewable energy if we are going to stop polluting our planet and Turn On The Sun!!
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